
A Thankful Heart 
      
 
We are truly thankful in praising God; bless the Lord 
indeed, Who daily loadeth us with benefit, when we 
finally moved the Academy to our new location. 
Through His marvelous grace and the faithful sacrifice 
of   our church family, we were able to dedicate the 
Lord’s house last December 16, 2012. We can always 
look back and be thankful always for the numerous 
opportunities to serve and the labor of love given by 
our church family in order to make the Lord’s house 
look so nice for His honor and Glory!  
 

     Celebrating this wonderful event of completing the 
Lord’s house came at a very special time of also 
celebrating the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Luke 2:10-12 says, And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger – Christmas time should be a blessed and 
joyous opportunity for all of us to celebrate the gift of 
God’s Son. Rather than focusing on the “hustle and 
bustle” of shopping malls, buying gifts for everyone, 
parties, travel and all those additional work, let us 
focus on the special time of God’s precious gift – 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ! Sadly, many 
lose sight of the very important message that is at the 
heart of this special occasion. It is not about giving the 
most gifts or impressing others with our display of 
Christmas lights. It is all about celebrating the birth of 
the Saviour—the greatest gift that was ever given to us 
by God. 
 

     Folks, just the knowledge that God so loved the 
world and gave His only begotten Son for our 
salvation, should be enough to fill our hearts and 
minds, even our activities during this Christmas 
season. The season itself is in the very message that 

the angels brought to the shepherds that night near 
Bethlehem. Let us also do what the shepherds did 
when they returned from seeing Jesus in the manger; 
let us also humbly and with compassion, tell others 
what we have heard and seen.     Why not take some 
time to ask the Lord for wisdom as you share and 
present the Gospel with family and friends. It would 
be such a great privilege indeed. May you all have a 
Christ-centered holiday celebration! 
 
Pastor Melito Barrera 
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THE DESIGN OF SCHOOLING FISH 
(Friday Church News Notes, November 30, 2012, www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org, 
866-295-4143) The following is from Creation Moments, July 3,2012, www.creationmoments.com: 
“Did you ever wonder why, when a school of fish is attacked or simply startled, the fish don't run 
into each other--but radiate away from the threat like exploding fireworks? Oh yes, they can all see 
each other; they can tell where the fish next to them are going. But schooling fish also have special 
organs, called lateral lines, running along the length of their bodies just under the skin. These organs 
are filled with sensitive hairs, which sense the movement of water around the fish, so that each fish 
has a better sense of the speed and direction of its neighbor from subtle movements in the water. It 
is clear that the advantages of schooling, plus the special organs that schooling fish have to help 
them school, are not the products of genetic accidents and chance. They are testimony to a Creator 
Who cares for all the creatures He has made. And if He so cares for fish, how much more does He 
seek you and desire a relationship with you through His Son, Jesus Christ!” 

A MAN LIKE JONAH 
The following is from John Phillips’ commentary on Jonah: “God can 
use a man like Jonah far more than He can use a spineless, 
compromising one. ‘I would thou wert cold or hot,’ the Lord said to 
the Laodiceans (Revelation 3: 15). In spite of his many faults, Jonah 
was just the man for Nineveh. Nobody else would do. Likewise God 
can use us, no matter what our temperamental strengths and 
weaknesses might be. He has a place for all of us in His plan, 
whether we are impetuous like Peter, crafty like Jacob, meek like 
Moses, or headstrong like Jonah. But first He must extinguish our 
passions, which are too often set on fire by Hell, and then rekindle 
them with fire from on high. God does not try to make a Peter out 
of a Paul, a Samson out of a Samuel, or a Moses out of a Joshua. 
God takes people as He finds them, changes them, and then uses 
them. Jonah is the classic Biblical example of how God does His 
perfect work with an imperfect instrument.” 

Message from the Principal  

Hallway 

Auditorium 

Foyer 

“Bear the news to every land, … Jesus saves, Jesus saves!”  Acts 15:11 

”In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18  
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Count Your Blessings  
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 

all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” Ephesians 1:3  

“I’m thankful for Jesus Christ 
for dying on the cross”  

“Thank You, Lord for bringing 
my family together for 

Thanksgiving” 

“I thank God for my good friends 
that I can enjoy life with and get 

help from. FGP!”  

“I’m thankful for my hand 
sanitizer”  

“I thank the Lord for a Christian 
academy where I can learn about 

God’s Word and be with godly people”  

“I thank God for the joy that 
God’s given me”  

“I’m thankful for oxygen”  

“I’m thankful for Ate Elexus for 
always making me smile and 

cheering me up.”  
“I am thankful for my parents”  

“I thank God for friends who 
encourage me”  

“Thank You, Lord for my sister, 
Reilly, who’s gone through many 
transitions but still smiles despite 
that; in turn, encouraging me”  

“I’m thankful for all the 
inspirations in my life”  

“I’m thankful for the simple 
things in life, that make it 

easier”  

“I’m thankful for God’s wonderful 
mercy and grace”  

“I thank the Lord for His word 
giving me comfort”  

“I thank God for my food”  

“I thank God for the new 
building that God gave us.”  

“I thank God for the KJV Bible”  

“I thank God for watches to 
know what the time is”   

“I’m thankful for my best 
friend(s), Bestiestest, my sister, 

and family.”  

December 17-19 – Spelling Bee  
December 20-January 6 – Winter Break 

January 7 – Back to School 
December 31 – Vision Casting Night 
March 6-8 – Fine Arts Competition  

More Count Your Blessings  
“I’m thankful for my feet”  

“I’m thankful to have finally 
finished my official first year in 

Berean Academy”  

“I’m thankful for my clothes” 

“I’m thankful for the completion 
of the new church building”  

“I thank God for the wonderful 
church family”  

“I thank God for the talents that He 
has given me to use for His glory”  

“Thank you, Lord, for the rain 
that falls to the earth”  

“Thank you, Lord, for every breath 
that I take every moment”  

“I thank the Lord for the brain 
He has supplied me with to help 

others”  

“I thank God for my salvation”   
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• The word “whatever” was voted 
the most annoying word in the 
world, three times in a row.    

• If Facebook were a country it 
would be the third largest in the 
world by population. 

• The word ‘batman’ literally means 
servant. So the butler in Batman 
is Batman’s ‘batman’. 

• Karate came from India.  
• A snowflake can take up to an 

hour to fall from a cloud to the 
surface of the earth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The longest place name in the 
world is a hill in New Zealand 
“Taumatawhakatangihangakoa
uauotamateapokaiwhenuakitan
atahu” 

• In Tibet it is considered polite to 
stick your tongue out at someone. 

Daily Berean  
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 Thanksgiving 
Character Day & 

Thanksgiving 
Party 

Reilly Canos 
First Place  

Kyle Salazar 
Third Place 

Kryselle Salazar  
Second Place 
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